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PARSVANATH AS SEEN IN MAHA-
PURANA AND CAVUNDARAYA PURANA :
A COMPARATIVE STUDY

— Dr. S.P. Patil*

Jinasenacarya's Purva Purana has a unique place in the
tradition of Jaina Puranas. His plan was to compose complete
Mahapurana, but could complete only 42 parvas and breathed
his last. His disciple Gunabhadracarya completed the remaining
portion of the Purva purana and also "Uttara-Purana’ According
to some scholars Jinasenacarya is supposed to be the first to write
Jaina-Purana. But we have the references of Kavi-Parameswara
in Jinasena as the author of Jaina Purana in prose-style. Jinasena
was a disciple of Virasena. Acarya Dasaratha and Acarya
Vinayasena were also the disciples of Virasena with Jinasena.
Jinasena was a Royal-teacher-'Rajaguru’ in the court of
Amoghavarsa Nrapatunga of Rastrakuta dynasty. The Purva-
Purana is known for its rich scriptural knowledge, first hand
experience of worldly affairs and highest poetic diction. Dr.
Siddheshwara Bhattacharya has rightly said that it is an
encyclopedia of Indian life. Social, political economic and cultural
life of that period is very vividly described in Purva Purana.

Cavundaraya is said to be a ‘Samyaktva-Cudamani’
embodied with the ideals of the 10th century's heroic qualities.
He was great warrior, a general, a minister and above all a pious
man of religion, upholding ethical values by his practice. He could
translate his sublime thought into action, through erecting the statue
of Gommata Babhubali at Sravanabelgol. His thorough study of
scriptures under the guidance of Nemi-candracarya and

* Professar and Chairman, Deportment of Jainology, Kornatak Usiversity, Dvarwead
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Ajitasenacharya helped him to write "Mahapurana' in Kannada
prose. His interest in common people is clearly evident from the
fact that when Sanskrit was dominant he set it aside and adopted
Kannada prose as the medium of his work. Besides his two
teachers, his companion-friend was Kavi-cakravarti Ranna. Their
talent, qualities, attainments and inclination towards the common
welfare were the sources of his inspiration. It is commonly known
that the Cavundaraya-Purana is the translation and condensed
form of Jinasena-Gunabhadra's Mahapurana. But some of the
special features and the variations of these two works reveal tous
that Cavundaraya Purana has a very distinct character which gives
it a permanent place in the history of Kannada literature, Here is
an attempt to go through with the narration about Parsvanath in
Maha-Purana and Cavundaraya Purana.

The story of life of Parsvanatha in general is common in both
the works. The names of Kamatha and Marubhuti, sons of
Visvabhuti and Anunderi, follow the original Mahapurana. But
Mahapurana gives more details of Kamatha and Marubhuti (73:9).
The elder was like poison and sin whereas the second one was
like Amrita and dharma (pious). The vast difference of characters
of both brothers is made clear in the beginning. Cavundaraya has
not mentioned these qualities, but development of the story reveals
the qualities and nature of brothers. The mention of characteristics
of these persons is made vivid by description in Mahapurana
whereas the same goal is achieved by Cavundaraya with their
acts.

Kamatha and Marubhuti were ministers in the Royal court of
king Aravinda (M.P. 73:10), Varuni and Vasundhari were their
wives. But for Vasundhari, Kamatha killed Marubhuti. This story
is common in both the works (C.P. 353).

Marubhuti in his eighth birth (Bhava) as Ananda heard from
minister Swamihita about the Nandisvara Jinapuja and went to
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see it. Vipulamati Ganadhara was also there. Ananda bowed

down to Ganadhara and listened religious discuourse from him.

At the end he asked Ganadhara about his doubts (M.P. 73:47).

*The lifeless images cannot avert (Paranmukha), punish or favour

anybody. But innocent divotees worship them to get these things.

How could they acquire the fruit by worship of lifeless images?".

To which Vipulmati Ganadhara replied that assurance of security
(Abhaya-dana) and deed of gift (Sastra-dana) were for the first
time set in practice by Adi-devain this particular place and Bhara-

raja showed the householders the practice of worship of Jina
Temple. Sreyansa of Hastinapura became famous by his gift of
food (Ahara-dana). So like Bharata you will also attain the fruit
of Jina worship. He also gave the example of Kalpavriksa, the

tree that grants all desires and Cintamani, a gem of Svarga
supposed to yield to its possesser everything wanted. These are
lifeless, still they grant the possesser whatever they desire. Similarly
Jina-images though they are lifeless, they motivate bondage of
Punya (Virtue) and cause for the Shubha Parinamotpatti.

The above exhaustive explanation is not found in Mahapurana
in the present context. But Cavundaraya has given place to the
douibts of common men and explained convincingly with examples.
He might have some other sources for this detail but the
comprehension, logical argument speaks of his creative faculty.

Hearing from Vipulamati about the Jina-images and Akritrima
(Natural) Jina-pratimas in the sky (Suryamandala), Ananda with
devotion bowed-down and worshipped. People who saw him
doing so also started respectful salutation to Suryamandala. From
here onwards Suryopasana found its roots in this world. Here
we see Cavundaraya giving more colour and making the situation
more vivid by the additional information. Ananda who was
convinced by the explanation of Vipulamati began the worship of
Arhat-bhattarakas in Aditya mandala in the manner declared by
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the scriptures. The people who knew the principle and who did
not know it, only saw Ananda and started worship of Aditya bimba.
The narration throws light on some of the important customs and
traditions of the period. The worship of Akritrama Jina and
Caityalaya during Astahnika has its significance. People who were
aware of it followed Ananda and a tradition is set forth. The reason
for this worship is also made clear and is self-revealing to resolve
the doubts which might be in minds of common people. Of course,
it suggests that Cavundaraya gives an opportunity to raise the
issue for which common people were anxious to know the reality.
So within the frame-work of Mahapurana Cavundaraya gives an
opportunity to clear off doubts, At the same time he also mentions
that people started immitating Ananda and started Suryopasana.
Mahapurana does not make any distinction as knowing and
unknowing. It only says that people followed Ananda (M.P,
37:60). But Cavundaraya has observded the society minutely
and seems to be a bit worried as people were engaged in
worshiping Sun instead of Akritrima Jinabimba in the sky. The
act, the innocence, the ritualistic custom of suryopasana does not
give him satisfaction. [t may be his desire to make them aware of
reality through this additional description. Similarly with the specific
addition Cavundaraya tries to record the contemporary custom
and ritual of Suryopasana in his purana with such detail that it
becomes relevant for us.

The grey hair made Ananda to renunciate the worldly desires.
He entrusted the kingdom to his son and took to ascetic life under
Samudragupta-yati. This is the information available in
Cavundaraya Purana (C.P, 355). But Mahapurana tells us more
than this (M.P. 73-62). Ananda being free from worldly desires,
crowned and entrusted the kingdom to his "eldest' son and went
with other rulrs to Samudragupta and observed penance. The
specific mention of "eldest' son has been reduced to 'son' only.
As Cavundaraya's interest is to give the story in a condensed
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form, it is quite but natural. And he sets an example in the art of
condensing.

Parsva Bhava

Parsvanatha's mother's name has been given in mahapurana
as Brahmi (M.P. 73:75). Cavundaraya purana names her Brahmi
Devi (C.P.356).

According to Mahapurana Parsvanatha's birth took place
after 83750 vears of Neminatha Tirthankara's liberation, (M.P.
73:93). But Cavundaraya purana records it as 83550 years (C.P.
356). We do not find convincing answer for the difference of 200
years in these works. Itleads us to think of possibility of a different
tradition of Mahapurana available to Cavundaraya. Atmany places
he differs from Mahapurana and such variations in case of name,
place and period are clear indications to believe it. Itisalso clear
that Cavundaraya is not conservative and does not blindly follow
Mahapurana. He has often taken liberty to accept information
from other sources.

Anandamuni who was born in Pranatakalpa took his next
birth in Varanasi to Visvasena maharaja and Brahmi Mahadevi of
Kasi. The child was named as Parsva, Mahapurana does not
justify the name Parsva (M.P. 73:82). Cavundaraya purana
describes that, as he was a shelter to the righteous deeds (Dharma)
which was worshipped by all the three worlds (Triloka), he was
named Parsva. Cavundaraya Purana justifies the name Parsva in
its usual way, Cavundaraya though he was interested in condensing
the details, whenever situation demands more information, he
becomes liberal to give more information.

In the concluding stanzas (Stutipadyas) of Uttara-Purana
Parsvanatha is praised for his qualities. They have been described
elaboratly. "Oh Lord, at mountain meru, at the time of
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Janmabhiscka celebration the wind aroused out of your exhaling
breathing (Uchvasa) and inhailing breathing (Nisvasa) made
heavenly gods to enjoy the swinging experience repeatedly. The
breathing of child Parsvanatha roused wind and the heavenly gods
who had gathered there for Jubiliation could not stand stiffly.
They wentto and from in thythem to his breathing. The enormous
strength of Parsva is brought to light by Gunabhadracarya.
Cavundaraya does not mention this episode. [t does not mean
that he has no interest or admiration for the episode. He better
choses to shift it over to the story of Vardhaman Mahavira. He
collects things from various sources, puts them to test and to
achieve a particular result he arranges and re-arranges. Moreover,
he is not only a translator of Mahapurana, He is an editor par
excellence and a successful compiler.

Another interesting and important episode in Parsvanatha
purana is worship of Mahipala in the midst of five fires
(Panchagni). Mahapurana mentions Mahipala as grand father
(mother’s father) of Parsvanatha (M.P. 73:99). But Cavundaraya
Purana describes him as mother's brother. ' Tammabbegalanna'
(C.P. 356). Italso points out him as maternal uncle ‘'mama’. Itis
not evident through which source Cavundaraya adapted this
relationship.

When Mahipala was not given respect by Parsva he lost his
temper. As the fire was extinguishing he took an axe (hatchet)
and went to cut a strong wood. Parsvanatha Kumara tried to
prevent him from cutting the wocd, saying that there may be some
life in the wood and so do not cut it (73:102). ButMahipala cut
the wood in two pieces. Two snakes which were inside the wood
were cut in four pieces. The Cavundaraya Purana say s that these
four pieces came out of the wood when it was put to fire (C.P,
356). Mahapurana does not mention the putting of wood in the
fire (M.P. 73:103).
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When Subhouma prince saw this he addressed. "Oh, sage
without aware of giving trouble (Upasarga) to others and by that
deed you will have inflow of sin (Papasrava), you are following
wrong method. By your false way of practice (Mithyatva) you
cannot attain liberation, To justify his argument he gave four
examples.

I. By beating (bruising) the husk of rice one cannot get rice.

2. By stirring (Churning) the water one cannot get butter or
ghee.

3, By buming ordinary stone one cannot get gold.

4. By munningaway torescue oneself and falling in the fire will
not help him.

Out of these four examples, Cavundaraya has picked up only
two-namely the firstand third. He has selected easily convincing
examples. Parsvanatha received presents from king Jayasena of
Saketapura. He heard the description of Saketapura which
reminded him his Ananda Bhava. This resulted inadecisionto
renunciate the wordly things (M.P. 73:120-122). Cavundaraya
has retained the original spirit, condensed the details and expressed
that hearing the details of Saketapura Parsvanath recollected the
Ananda Bhava. decided renounciation of internal (Antar) and
(external) (Bhava) possessions (Parigrihas).

In short Cavundaraya Purana varies from Mahapurana in
many respects. He creates new situation, gives human touch to
characters and strikes a balance between ascetic and householders
life. Inmany cases he moves away from Mahapurana and shows
the influence of some other sources. In short, his interest is in
common people and his effort is to convince them and bring to

right path.



HISTORICITY OF TIRTHANKARA
PARSVANATHA AND HIS WORSHIP

— Dr. N, Vasupal*

The traditional belief among the Jains is that their faith is
beginningless. The Tirthankaras re-established Dharma-Teertha,
the mission of their faith, in various eras, A Tirthankarais one,
who is born as a man on this earth, attains spiritual perfection with
his own efforts and shows the same path of perfection for others.
In the present Avasarpini era, 24 Tirthankaras were born in long
intervals of time. Among these Tirthankaras, Bhagvan Rishabha
is the first Tirthankara and Bhagvan Vardhamana-Mahavira is the
last Tirthankara. Bhagvan Parsvanatha the 23rd Tirthankara is
accepted as a historical personage by good number of scholars.

Itis surprising that the Jains never made efforts to bring out
the ages long historicity of their faith, and as a result, the non-Jains
tend to believe that just as the Buddhism was established by Lord
Buddha, in the same manner, Lord Mahavira founded Jainism
and this view gained currency among the common people also,

But during the last century a healthy trend towards entering
into research-oriented study of Jaina scriptural literature gained
momentum, The German scholars were first to embark on this
venture. Many of them even devoted their entire life in such
research works, and Prof. Hermann Jacobi's name is mentioned
with great reverence in the matter. He not only studied thoroughly
almost all the available scriptures in Ardhamagadhi but also edited
and translated some of them in English. His books were published
under the title "Sacred Books of the East", years ago by the

* Frofessor & Head, Dept of Jainology, University of Madras, Chennai
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Clarendon Press, Oxford under the editorship of Prof. Maxmuller.
Prof. Jacobi chose to study Pitakas in Pali also and through his
comparative and analytical study, he declared clearly that it was
not lord Mahavira who established Jainism, but he only preached
and propagated it which was traditionally available, suiting the
age and circumstances. His predecessor and torch-bearer of the
Jain tradition was lord Parsvanatha, who was considered as the
231d Tirthankara of the present descending era’.

The historicity of Parasvanatha has been generally accepted
by the scholars both in India and in the West®. According to
Zimmer, of the 24th Tirthankaras, the earlier are mythological
personalities, and mythology has been abundently poured into their
biographies. Nevertheless, it is becoming increasingly evident that
there must be some truth in the Jaina tradition of the great antiquity
of their religion, at least with respect to Parsva, the Tirthankara
just preceding Mahavira, We have grounds for believing that he
actually lived and taught, and was a Jaina’. Dr. Radhakrishnan
says that there is evidence to show that so far as the first century
B.C.. there were people who were worshipping Rishabhadeva,
the first Tirthankara. Vardhamana was not so much the founder
of a new faith as the reformer of the previously existing creed of
Parsvanatha, who is said to have died in 776 B.C.".

"Charl Charpentier writes - "We ought also to remember
that the Jain religion is certainly older than Mahavira, his reputed
predecessor Parsva having almost certainly existed as a real
person, and that consequently, the main points of the original
doctrine may have been codified long before Mahavira™.

Dr. A.L.Basham writes - "As he (Vardhamana Mahavira) is
referred 10 in the Buddhist scriptures as one of the Buddhist Chief
opponents, his historicity is beyond doubt... Parsva was
remembered as 23rd of the 24 great teachers of Tirthankaras of
the Jain faith®."
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LIFE OF PARSVANATHA

The twentythird Tirthankara Parsvanatha was born in
Varanasi. He belonged to the Kasyapa Gotra’. His father was
Asvasena, the king of Varanasi. His mother was queen Varmala
also called Vamadevi®. Uttara Purana mentions the name of the
father of Parsva as Visvasena and the mother as Brahmi®. The
slight difference in the mention of his birth date in the Svetambara
and the Digambara traditions does not materially affect the dates.
In the Kalpasutra and Trisastisalaka Purusa his date of birth has
been stated to be the midnight of Pousya Krishna Dasami (the
10th day of the dark halfof the Pousya month)' while according
to the Digambara works like Tiloyapannatti and Uttara Purana
the date of birth is Pousya Krisna Ekadasi (the 11th day of the
Pousya month),

After Parsva grew into a handsome youth, his parents wanted
him to get married. The Svetambara tradition mentions that Parsva
was married to Prabhavati the daughter of king Prasenajit, on
account of the persuation of his parents for marriage". Butinthe
Digambara texts, like Uttara Purana and Maha Purana there isno
mention of his marriage. There is evidence to show that the five
Tirthankaras : (1) Vasupujya, (2) Mallinatha, (3) Aristanemi, (4)
Parsvanatha and (5) Mahavira did not get married. They took to
renunciation in the stage of their bachelorhood''. Atthe age of
30, Parsva decided to renounce the world and take up to Sanyasa.
It was Magha Sukla Ekadasi (the 1 1th day of the brighter hall of
the Maghamonth). On that auspicious day Parsva left the outskirts
of the city of Varanasi and took the vow of renunciation'?.

After about four months of the practice of severe penance
and meditation Parsvanatha attained the state of Kevala Juana
{Omniscience). This was in the early hours of the moming of the
4th day (Chaturthi) of Bahula Chaitra.
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This auspicious news spread throughout the country. The king
Asvasena and Vamadevi, his parents alongwith the princes and
subjects, came and offered their respects. According to the
Digambara tradition, the first disciple was Svayambhu and the
Prathama Aryika was Sulocana”. Bhagvan Parsvanatha
establishes the Tirtha of the four orders of society. His preachings
were effective and various groups called ganas were established.
Digambara tradition maintains that there were 10 Ganadharas and
10 Ganas". But according to Svetambara tradition 8 Ganadharas
and Ganas were established .

In his wanderings from place to place preaching his doctrine
Tirthankara Parsvanatha came to the mountain Sammeda Shikhara,
with 33 munis. This was the finale and the consummation of his
life as a Tirthankara. He took the vow of fasting and sat for
meditation on the auspicious day of Sravana sukla astami (8th
day of the brighter half of Sravana). In the Vishaka Naksatra,
Tirthankara Parsvanatha attained the highest state of Perfection -
Moksha'®

Parsvanatha is supposed to have attained nirvana about 250
years before the nirvana of the 24th Tirthankara Vardhamana
Mahavira. He lived for one hundred years. He renounced the
world at the age of thirty and practised severe penance on the
mount Sammeda Shikhara. It is located in Bihar nearer to West
Bengal. The mount is even now called as Parsvanatha Hill. He
preached his doctrines to the people for seventy years, and after
attaining the age of one hundred years in 777 B.C. attained the
supreme state of Nirvana.

WORSHIP OF PARSYVANATHA
Parsvanatha worship finds prominence among the Jains since

very ancient times, and the same affirmed by the very large number
of images of this Tirthankara. There are evidences to say that
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Parsvanatha is worshipped since the time of his attainment of
Kevala Jnana, if not earlier. Acarya Samantabhadra in his
Parsvanatha stotra (Svayambhu stotra) says that soon after the
attainment of Kevala Jnana by Parsvanatha, those forest dwelling
recluces realised their path of penance to be useless and looking
at the glory of Parsvanatha, immediately approached him and took
refuge at his feet.
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This piece of statement confirms that Bhagvan Parsvanatha
was considered as a worshipful person by the people of his own
time.

In Karakanda cariu of Muni Kanakumara, we find another
earliest reference to the worship of Bhagvan Parsvanatha.
Karakanda after his consecration as king at Champapura desires
to conquer over all those kings who did not care to pay homage
to him. Learning that the Chola, Chera and Pandya kings of the
south refused to pay homage, he marched out with a vast army
and reached Terapura and halted at its vicinity. There he learnt
that on a near by hill, there was a cave temple of thousand pillars
and on the top of the hill, there was a huge ant hill which was
worshipped by an elephant. So out of curiosity, Karakanda
mounted the hill, on the slopes of which he found the cave containing
aJinaimage. Climbing further to the top he saw the anthill, and in
his very presence an elephant came which fetched wateriand lotuses
from the neighbouring lake and worshipped the anthill.
Immediately Karakanda ordered the anthill to be excavated and
as he had anticipated dn image of Parsvanatha flashed forth from
the anthill. The king conveyed it to the cave, where on the lion
seat he noticed a patch. On enquiry from an old artisan of the
town, he learnt that it was the mouth of a fountain of water. He
caused the patch to be scraped off and there on water gushed
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forth with great force, and filled the whole cave. The king became
repentent fearing the destruction of the cave temple. However,
the guardian Vidhyadhara of the cave appeared and consoled the

king.

Historians opine that when Karakanda was encamping at
Terapura, he leamnt the existence of a large cave containing a Jina
image at the foot of a hill in deep forest, and he visited the cave
and worshipped the Jina, and also renewed the temple, installed
in it another image of Parsvanath, which he discovered on the top
of the mountain burried in an anthill and built two more caves on
the upperside of the existing cave. This piece of information serves
as an evidence to say that during the days of Karakanda, who is
considered as a historical person and who lived somewher about
7th century B.C. or about hundred years earlier to Bhagvan
Mahavira, worshippied Bhagvan Parsvanatha's image.

It may be noted that both in Jaina and Buddhist traditions
Karakanda is considered as one of the four Svayambuddhas.

Here it may also be noted that according to Jaina tradition
the parents of Bhagavan Mahavira, namely, Siddhartha and Trisala
were ordaint followers and worshippers of Bhagvan Parsvanatha,
and this is suggested by the episode of the samvada found in
Uttaradhyayana Sutra between Gautama Ganadhara and Kesi
Kumara Sramana, the latter being the follower of Parsvanatha
order.

According to some of the historians and also accordingtoa
piece of traditional information, Gautama Buddha himselfin his
early years of monkhood was a follower of Parsvanatha order.
Gautama the Buddha s said to have practised the ascetic practices
of the Sramana tradition like pulling the hair (Kesalocana) and
fasting. He begged for food in the tradition of the Jaina practices
of asceticism prevailing at the time of Parsva. The practices that
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the Buddha followed in the early stages of his ascetic career were
the Sramanic practices, prevailing in the Jaina codes of ascetic life
from the pre-Mahavira times at least from the times of Parsva.
Some scholars are of the opinion that for sometime in the early
stage of the self-denying career, the Buddha followed the tradition
of Parsvanatha. Buddha was influenced in his ascetic career by
the teaching and the methods of Parsvanatha. In Anguttara
Nikaya, it is said that Buddha's uncle Bappa Sakya wasa Nigganta
Sravaka following the tradition of Parsva's teachings. ht is therefore
clear that Parsva tradition was known and was followed at the
time of Buddha and Mahavira.

There is an episode related to Acarya Bhadrabahu, wherein
once again we find an instance of the continuity of Parsvanatha
Worship. According to tradition Varahamihira the famous
astronomer was the younger brother of Bhadrabahu. This younger
brother, as time advanced, developed Jealousy to his elder brother,
namely, Bhadrabahu. In his life time, the younger brother tried to
claim superiority over his elder brother. However, he was not
successful. After certain time the younger brother died and took
birth as Vyantaradeva. Now recalling the incidents of his earlier
birth, he desired to take revenge against Bhadrabahu. So he
inflicted injury to the entire Sangha of Bhadrabahu. This being
formented by Vyantara, Muni's approached the acarya
Bhadrabahu and bég him to see that the troubles caused by
Vyantara were halted. Now acarya Bhadrabahu composed
Upasargahara stotra, comprising nine stanzas praising Bhagavan
Parsvanatha. It is stated that this stotra had a miraculous power.
As days advanced acarya Bhadrabahu leamt that the miraculous
power of this stotra was being misused. Therefore, he removed
from it last two stanzas to prevent the misuse of the same, and as
aresult it is stated that now only seven stanzas of Upasargahara
stotra are remaining.
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revealing the mysterious and miraculous power of the worship of
Bhagavan Parsvanatha. In this regard it may be stated as
examples, a life incident of Siddhasena Divakara, the author of
Kalyana mandira stotra, Dhananjaya the author of Visapahara
stotra, Vadiraja Suri, the author of Parsvanatha charita and so on.

Alegmdhasitthatbymwnsgfme}(al}rmanmldimstuh‘ﬂ.
Siddhasena Divakara split the linga of god Rudra in the Mahakala

temple at Ujjayini, whereupon the image of Parsvanatha stepped
forth out of the middle of it

It is according to the traditional statement, one day
Dhananjaya was worshipping Parsvanatha image ina temple.
While he was in the act of worshipping, some One came and told
him that his son was bitten by a poisonous serpent. After hearing
this information, Dhananjaya was not at all moved or disturbed,
and continued to worship. After the completion of worshipping
he took prasadam, went to his house and sprinkled the same on
the body of his son. As a result of which his son got cured of
poison and revived of his life.

Itis also stated that Vadirajasuri had leprosy, and got himself
cured by composing a hymn on Parsvanatha. Even to the present
day Parsvanatha worship, particularly in Karnataka, is very

prominent.

Note: The Tera Pura mentioned in this paper is identifiable
with Tera, a village in the Osmanabad district of
Maharashtra, situated on the banks of Tirna river, 12
miles north-east of Osmanabad
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SUPARSHVA AND PARSHVA - SOME
REFLECTIONS

— Prof. Shubhachandra*

Of the twentyfour Jaina Tirthankaras, Suparshvais the seventh
and Parshva is the twentythird, While Suparshva belongs to the
pre-historic period, Parshva belongs to the ninth century B.C.
and is considered a historical personage. Though they are
chronologically separated by thousands of years, there are certain
striking correspondences between them, apart from their similar
names and the overhead hooded-naga. It is the purpose of this
paper to highlight some of these correspondences.

Partl

Many Jaina literary works refer to Suparshva and one of
them is Srimad Gunabhadracharya's Uttara Puran. Uttara Purana
gives a graphic account of Suparshva, This account may be
summarised thus :

Maharaja Suprathishta, who belonged to Rishabha
Tirthankara's illustrious lineage, was the king of Kashi and his queen
was Prithvishenadevi. Suparshva was their son. He inherited his
father's kingdom during his youth and enjoyed perfect domestic
bliss. Since he was able to practise self-control even in the midst
of royal luxuries, his joys were within limits and this naturally led
to his karma-nirjara. One day, he noticed how the season
suddenly changed. This brought him the realisation that all carthly
things were subject to change and nothing in this world was
permanent. His wealth and kingdom appeared to be mere illusions.

* Dept of Jainology & Prakrit, University of Mysore, Mysore
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He thought, "How foolish have I been all these years! 1 have lived
on without realising for amoment the impermanence of all earthly
things. Whata shame! A man who allows himself to be attracted
by the transient wordly joys is bound to love this impermanent
world! In this way, wisdom at last dawned on him. He renounced
the world and undertook rigorous penance. In due course of
time, he became a kevalajnani and attained salvation'.

In addition to the above account, we get accounts of
Suparshva's life in Lakshanagani's Supasanaha Chariya(circa V.5,
1199) with 8000 gathas in Prakrit* and in the works of Devasuri
and Vibudhacharya which are not extant today, but are referred
to in other works®.

Coming to Parshvanatha, we find innumerable works on him
in Sanskirt, Prakrit, Apabhramsha, Kannada, Marathi and Hindi.
These works reveal his undying populalrity with his Jaina followers.
A detailed account of Parshvanatha's life as found in Uttara Purana
may be summarised thus ;

Parshvanatha was the son of King Vishwasena of Kashi and
his queen Brahmila. In his sixteenth year, he went to play games
in the forest on the outskirts of the city one day. He came across
his maternal grandfather Mahipala doing penance there with five
fires around hirm. Mahipala could not control his sorrow on losing
his wife. And after renouncing the world, he came to this forest
for doing penance. Parshvanatha did not do obeisance to him
and thus angered the tapasvi. When Mahipala was about to hew
a log to pieces with his axe to feed the dying fires around him
Parshvanatha shouted to him, "0, tapasvi, do not hew it to pieces
because there are living being inside it". But Mahipala did not
heed his advice and hewed the log to pieces. The naga couple
inside was cut into two, and before the nagas died they drew
comfort from Parshvanatha's presence there. They were reborn
in the nagaloka as Dharanendra and Padmavathi, a yaksha couple.
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When Parshvanatha was thirty years old, Jayasena, King of
Ayodhya, sent a messenger to him with many royal gifts. The
messanger descsribed Rishabha Thirthankara as also the city of
Ayodhya ruled by him. After listening to the description,
Parshvanatha leamnt his bhavaparampara with his avadhijnana. He
took to sanyasa immediately and had his keshalochana performed
by panchmushtis. It was followed by a rigorous penance. During
his penance one day, Shambaradeva, his foe in his previous birth,
caused him numerous upasargas. Shambaradeva pushed a
mountain over his head. Dharanendra yaksha learnt about this
upasarga with his avadhijnana and appeared in the form of a
hooded naga and shielded Parshvanatha. In the meanwhile, his
wife Padmavathi yakshi stood by Parshavnath's side with a
diamond umbrella over his head. This was how the yaksha couple
showed their gratitude to Parshvanatha from whose presence they
had drawn comfort before their death in their previous birth,
Parshvanatha attained kevalajnana even as his tormentor,
Shambaradeva felt repentant and did obeisance to him. Seven
hundred ascetics who were living in that forest gave up their
mithyathva and did obeisance to Parshvanatha as samyagdnshits,
Parshvanatha preached Jaina doctrines for seventy years and
attained nirvana in Sammedagiri®.

Considering the lineage of the two Thirthankaras, we find
from Uttara Purana that Suparshva belongs to Rishabha
Thirthankara's Ikshwalku lineage, while Parshva belongsto lineage.
However, Maghanandi's Shastrasara Samuchchaya includes
Suparshva in the Ugra dynasty®. Since there is no dispute about
the Ugra lineage of Parshvanatha, it can be safely assumed that
Suparshva also belonged to the same lineage. Another pertinent
fact in support of this assumption is that both Suparshva and
Parshva belonged to Kashi and hooded nagas are found overhead
inall their images.
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Suparshva being a prehistoric personage in the Shramanic
tradition, the picture that we get from his account in Uttara Purana
is that of a puranic figure with two hundred bow's height and two
crore and thirtyfive lakh years' longevity. On the other hand,
according to the same work, Parshva's height was just nine times
the length of the forearm and he had 2 hundred years' longevity.
This clearly establishes him as a historical personage who lived
some two hundred and fifty years before Mahavira. Though there
isa puranic outer layer covering up his historical personality, there
ismmmﬁsmkablchimﬁcﬂyaanEhhmmenfﬂthnponmﬂm
throwing light on his historicity is the historical evidence of the
existence of a large number of contemporary panchangni ascetics
of the non-Shramanic tradition during his time. These ascetics
resorted to panchagnic tapas to free themselves from worldly
miseries. This historical fact is clearly brought out in the accounts
of Parshvanatha's life. Tracing the correspondences between the
Jaina and Vaidika puranas, some scholars have tried to identify
Jayasena of Uttara purana with Krithanjaya, King of Ayodhya,
belonging to the Tkshwaku lineage of the Vaidika puranas®,
According to the Jaina puranas, Mahavira attained nirvana two
hundred and fifty years after Parshvanatha's nirvana. This shows
that Parshvanatha was a historical figure who lived in the ninth
century B.C. On the other hand, itis almost impossible to establish
the historicity of Suparshva.

Part1l
Suparshva, Parshva and Naga

Since the statues of both Suparshvaand Parshvanatha show
the hooded naga overhead, itisa little confusing. Quite often,
Suparshva's images are easily mistaken for those of Parshvanatha
for this reason. Ifthe statues are to be differentiated, it can only
be done on the basis of their different emblems. While Suparshva's
emblem is swastika, Parshva's emblem is sarpa. It may be asked
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why a statue of Suparshva with this swastika emblem has a hooded
naga overhead. Nobody has been able to answer this question
satisfactorily. As can be seen, there is no direct connection between
the events of Suparshva's life and his acquisition of the hooded-
nagaoverhead. What makes this still more interesting is the fact
that even the swastika emblem is associated with the hooded naga
which has it on its hood’. The following verse in praise of
Dharanendra yaksha's beautiful form describes the swastika mark
on the hood of nagaraja®.

Phanamani ganojvalam kutila kunthalolhasitham
Lasathkusumashekharam vikata visphurath swastikam
Bhujangama smanvitham prathitharupa Padmavathee pathim
Gunaganairyutham Dharanaraj yaksham bhaje

Particularly the expression 'Vikata visphurath swastikam'
confirms the popular belief that swastika is also associated with
the hooded nagaraja.

The statue of Parshvanatha in the Mathura museum shows
the swastika mark in the middle of the seven-hooded head of
nagaraja’. This statue belongs to first century A.D. and confirms
our theory regarding swastika and its association with nagaraja.

Summing up what has been said on this subject, it is to be
observed that nagaraja and its swasika figure in Suparshva's statues,
though there is nothing to establish any kind of inherent relationship
between the two. And further the naga which is associated with
Parshva's statues is directly connected with Parshva's life.

[t may be pertinent to ask why both these Thirthankaras are
associated with the naga. This question has to be answered in the
light of the importance given to naga worship in our country. When
the different forms of naga worship are examined, the evolution of
naga worship becomes clear. Naga worship is common to the
Jaina, Buddhist, Shaktha, Shaiva, Vaishnava and folk traditions.



SUPARSHVA AND PARSHVA - SOME REFLECTIONS Lt

The Jaina worship of Suparshva, Parshva, Dharanendra,
Padmavathi and the Kukkuta Sarpa is in tune with the larger naga
cult in the country cutting across barriers of creed and caste. We
find among Buddhists the concept of Naga Buddha and his
sculpture; among the Shaivas, Shaiva's ornaments being all nagas;
among the Vaishnavas, Vishnu being represented as resting ona
naga; Ganapati having a nagaas his waist belt; and Sri Krishna
slaying the Kalinga sarpa. Thus, one way or the other, sarpas
have been associated with all those worthy of worship. Primitive
man has established naga worship as a very popular form of
religious worship and it has survived to this day. The naga has
become as worthy of worship as anyone else. Ifthere is poison in
its tooth, there is also the resplendent rathna in its forehead. This
kind of devotion to the naga as the living symbol of both poison
and nectar is unquestionable and it defies reason and logic. The
naga is the symbol of death by virtue of its poisonous bite. Death
due to snake bite is not normal death, it is unnatural death. As
living symbu[scfﬂﬁskindofdeam] the nagas are to be feared and
appeased in numerous ways. Thus has started the naga cult. The
grim realisation that the naga is not just a poisonous creature but
also a beneficial creature must have guided the primitive man's
superistitions actions. Thinking that it protects the hidden treasure
underground, he must have started worshipping it as the protector
of wealth in general.

Sham. Ba. Joshi, a noted Kannada scholar, opines that scveral
scholars have identified the naga as a living example ofthe ideals
of the virakta tradition. He says: "There appears to be some
memblm‘mcbehwmﬂicnugastylenfﬁvmgm&ﬂmstyh of living
of the parivrajakas, jangamas, yatis and bhikshus of the virakta
school. (i) The truth hidden in the different forms of naga worship
and in the symbolic miracle stories is : this worldly life is transient;
it lasts as long as there is the naga's favour: and after one's death,
the soul merges with the sarpa- universe; and, so the lonely life in
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acave is better than the family life. (ii) The Yatibhikshu is always
wandering and begging as he is barred from living in a fixed place,
(ii1) Practice of non-accumulation of earthly possessions, (iv)
Dedicated self meditation, etc."".

Several examples may be given to show the traditional belief
that the naga is the fundamental life force. It is customary for the
devout masses to name children after the naga, irrespective of
their castes, [tis believed that the curse of childlessness is caused
by the naga's disfavour. Even if children are born, they are not
expected to live long. As an antidote to childlessness, a magic rite
called "nagabali' is resorted to. This "nagabali' or “nagoli' rite forms
an important wedding rite. Itis also believed that by installing the
naga images the curse of childlessness and such other evils can be
kept away. Nagapanchami is universally celebrated to appease
the naga god.

It is no wonder that naga worship, which is as old as the
human civilization itself, occupies even now an important position
in the religious and cultural life of the masses. The naga is associated
with religious worship in general irrespective of castes and creeds.
It is but natural that the Jainas too practise naga worship
incidentally, as found in their worship of Suparshva and Parshva,
however inexplicable the association of Suparshva with naga
worship may be.

Part 111
Parshvanatha and Karnataka

Though Mahavira is much nearer chronologically than
Parshvanatha, Parshvanatha's impact on Karnataka is greater
than Mahavsira's. [tis for this reason that Parshvanatha temples
outnumber Mahavira temples in Karnataka. We find only 54
temples dedicated to Mahavira, whereas we have more than 240
temples of Parshvanatha."'. One of the possiblé reasons for this
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preponderance of Parshvanatha temples may be Parshvanatha's
association with naga worship. Another reason may be the fact
that Jainism was prevalent in Karnataka during Parshvanatha's
time and the later advent of Bhadrabahu and his twelve thousand
followers belonging to the Mahavira tradition could not have
dmﬁnistwdﬂwmdstingpopulaﬁtynfhrshvmmﬂm worship. This

subject of the enduring popularity of Parshvanatha worship in
Karnataka provides a fertile field for profitable research.
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TIRTHANKARA PARSVANATHA AND
NAGA-CULT

— Acharya Gopi Lal Amar*

If at all Naga-cult has to be viewed in full flourish in Jainism,
it may well be viewed in the literature and art illustrating the life of
Parsvanatha, twentythird and the last-but one Tirthankara. His
time, ninth century B.C., was perhaps the golden period of the
Nagas as a tribe and as the rulers, The sasanadevata couple,
called Dharanendra Yaksa and Padmavati Yaksi of Parsvanatha,
make an unparallcled example of the fiercest animal beings turning
into celestial beings, those also as auspicious as to hold the highest
position of presiding deities (sasana-devata) of a Tirthankara.

Parsvanatha belonged to the Kasyapa-gotra and Tksvaku-
vamsa; the tenth-century text Mahapurana (94.22,23) of
Puspadanta, however, mentions him belonging to Ugra-vamsa.
Yet some scholars think he belonged to Nagavamsa. Here the
word ugra, meaning formidable, seems to have replaced the word
uraga, meaning a snake, by way of transposition of a consonant,
as simha replaced himsa and draha hrada in Sanskrit, Banaras
replaced Varanasi in Hindi and tagma replaced tamgah in Turkish.
The symbol on Parsvanatha's flag was a snake and his cognizance
was also a snake. Even his complexion was a dark as that of a
snake.

Moreover, it is not unlikely that the snake-hood canopy over
the head of the seventh Tirthankara Suparsvanatha, was inspired
by the one with Parsvanatha; it should be like this because (i)
there is no type of association of snake with Suparsvanatha, (ii)

* Delhi
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there is no iconographic provision of a canopy for him, (iii) his
name is almost synonymous with that of Parsvanatha, (iv) he also
was bom in the Ugra-vamsa, (v) his birth place also was Varanasi,
(vi) his complexion also was like that of Parsvanatha, (vii)ina
panoramic depiction of all the twentyfour Tirthankaras together
the artist needed another Tirthankara with a snake- hood canopy
as a pair to Parsvanatha to make the setting artistically balanced
and picturesque.

The Sanskrit word parsva means the side of Parsvanatha's
mother, Vama-devi, during pregnancy, could be able to see, even
in dark night, a cobra crawling by the side of her husband, Asva-
sena. He gave the name, Parsva, to the newly born, saying that
‘the miraculous vision should have been given to his mother by
this child to save me from the deadly cobra crawling by my parsva’,
as is revealed by Hema-candr-acarya in his Tri-sasti-salaka-
purusa-carita (9,3,45). And, thus, naga associated Parsvanatha’s
life when he was just in embryo; his naming was caused by a
naga, as well.

A couple of nagas played a very significant and perennial
role in the life of Parsvanatha. The story , in two episodes, is
narrated without fail in hundreds of the texts dealing with the life
of Parsvanatha.

An ascetic, called Kamatha or Katha, while practising the
panc-agni austerities, was surrounded by one fire-place on each
of the four sides with the sun atop making the fifth. A log buming
inoneofthe ﬂre-placesdmveattmﬁonnfaclaiwuymﬂPmmmﬂm
and he blamed Kamatha of violence by way of burning an alive
couple of snakes hidden in the log, which was cut apart to allow
the half bumt reptiles come cut.

Before the two breathed their last, Parsvanatha enchanted
the greaterst of hymns, the Namokara-mantra, to convert their
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sorrowful and cruel concentrations (arta and raudra dhyana) into
ameritorious concentration, which resulted into the reptiles’ being
respectively, Dharanendra and Padmavati in their next birth in the
Naga-Kumara class of the Residential order of celestial ones
(Bhavana-vasi deva), They both, in their new form, attained the
most auspicious position of Yaksa and Yaksi of the Sasana-devata
couple to preside over the period (Sasana) ended with the birth
of Mahavira in 599 B.C. They appeared then and there to adore
Parsvanatha, who had to face the misapprehensive actions of the
enraged Kamatha. In his next birth Kamatha came to be known
as Megha-malin, a god in the Asura class of the Peripatetic order
(Vyantara deva) and variously referred to as Samvara, Sambara
and Bhut-ananda.

Megha-malin once found Parsvanatha standing in utter
concentration, it being the safest chance for him to take his revenge.
He appeared in the transformations (Vikriya) of a lion, a leopard,
an elephant, a scorpion and so on, to torture Parsvanatha, and,
after all, he caused by his celestial power rain in torrents, hurling
of stones, tumultuous noise and so on to happen. Parsvanatha,
however, remained standing like that, unswerved and unshook in

concentration.

Dharanendra came to know all these happenings which were
immediately controlled by him, as he appeared there with
Padmavati and other goddesses. He transformed his body into a
multi-hooded cobra (ahi) like an umbrella (chatra) to canopy his
lord’s body, whenceforth that place, called, Sankhyavati, came
to be known as Ahicchatra or Ahi-cchatra-pura. *The place was
identified with the modern Nagore in Jodhpur State, which is
regarded as a place of pilgrimage by the Jainas. It is now better
identified and proved by archaeclogical discoveries, with a ruined
site bearing the same name near Ramnagar in the Bareilly district
of U.P.
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Jina Parsvanatha took alone as many epithets as several times
more than which were taken by all the other Tirthankaras together.
His epithets related to cobra are equally symbolic. Sahasra-phana,
for example, tells that Dharanendra protected his master by dilating
his hood to make as many as one thousand canopies. At least
thirteen images have this type of canopy. Ahicchatra Parsvanatha
and Nagesvara Parsvanatha are also widely popular images known
after the epithets. This suggests his merit proclaimed by the yasas-
kirti-nama-karman, that is the physique-making fatal matter of
glory-and-renown. The first and foremost reason behind this
should have been his peculiar charm of episodic career which the
writers and literatures would most conveniently paint in glittering
colours of miracles now, in variegated shades of mantra and Tantra
then. The artist and architects were already all agog for virtually
joining the campaign, which was no less than a golden opportunity
for them to get rid of stagnation and rut created by unvarying
repetition of archaic images and conventional pattems.

Then came, in the early medieval period around seventh
century A.D., the picturesque scene of the calamitous
pandemonium brought forth by an indomitable Kamatha, and
almost simultaneously the enchanting figures of Dharanendra and
Padmavati. No better charm than this melodramatic theme, could
have there been for the artist to go on carving the images of
Parsvanatha more than those of any other Tirthankara, both in
quality and quantity.

At times Padmavati seems even to have privileged
Parsvanatha by way of her penetration in the popular custom where
aliving subcaste of the Jainas, calld Padmavati Purwal, was named
after her at least as far back as the tenth century A.D. This shows
the extraordinary influence of a Yaksi as compared to all the other
twentythree Yaksis and even to all the sixteen Maha-vidyas. Her
images show Parsvanatha but in miniature form in most of the
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cases. Shrines and temples have been provided for her, thoughin
the name of Parsvanatha. And this all has a great impact on the
puritanic resistance in the Jaina jurisprudence.

The snake-hood canopy dates back to the second century
B.C. as in the Mathura Parsvanathas, on the one end. But the
earliest Dharanendra-Padmavati couples are seen with the
seventh-eighth-century bronze Parsvanathas from the Akota
Hoard, which, preserved in the Musum & picture Gallery at
Vadodara, are widely known for their ornate style and delicate
balance. Again the same are seen flanking the Badami and Ellora
Parsvanathas which date from the eighth century A.D., on the
other end. That is why few scholars question, rather rule out, the
link between the two ends because of the long gap of more than
eight centuries. Should the ruling be the final say, the snake-hood
canopy will have to be linked with the Naga tribe referred to in
the Mahabharata, in which case Parsvanatha will come a little
higher up to befit his numerous images known by extraordinary
number of epithets, But, on the other hand, the literature dating
upto the second century A.D. has no reference to Kamatha or to
the Dharanendra-Padmavati couple. It was only by Acharya
Samntabhadra, A.D. 120-80, in the verses 131-32 of his Svayam-
bhu-stotra and by Acarya Siddhasena Divakara (Kumuda-
candra?) fifth century A.D., in the verses second and thirtyfirst of
his Kalyana-mandira-stotra, that references to Dharana and
Kamatha were first made. Sculptural art still latter represented
the Kamatha-episode, the first representations being seen at
Badami and Ellora in the eighth century; the snake-hood canopy,
however, was presented at Mathura in the second century B.C.
which tradition remained all through the ages unbroken.

This late depiction of the Kamatha-episode may be seen in
the light of the Buddha's torture by Mara and rescue by Mucilinda
Naga, which episode, quite similar to Kamatha-episodes, was
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represented in the second century B.C. at Sanchi at the eastern
gate of the great stupa; the broken off piece with this representation
is presently preserved in the local museum at Sanchi itself. Italso
is equally remarkable that three of the seals from Mohenjo-daro,
show snakes and human-cum-snake figures (Marshall, Mohenjo-
daro and the Indus Civilization, Vol. III; CXvIll, 11}
representations of Visnu on sesa-sayya, Siva with snakes on his
body, and so on are also earlier than the representations of
Kamatha-episode.

These facts may prompi one to conclude that the
representation of torture by Kamatha and rescue by Dharanendra
and Padmavati, of Parsvanatha, in Jaina literature andartisa
remlmﬂrmpimﬁmﬁummcur,omﬂufmeahmrereprﬁenmﬁmu.
Further researches, however, are not unlikely to bring an otherwise
conclusion.

Who took from whom and what, may or may not be known,
but one thing is well known that exchange of ideas and symbols
has been an all pervading phenomenon in art, literature and
philosophy at national and international level.

The literature with Parsvanatha, Dharnaendra and Padmavati,
as the central figures, is unbelievably vast and rich. Almost all the
genres of literature, mythological and classic, include hundreds of
works to eulogize one or the other of the three. Occult and Tantric
treatises and hymns to propitiate, particularly Padmavati,
outnumber all the other ones put together.
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That Parsva was a historical person, is now admitted by all as

very probable. (Sacred books of the East, Vol. XLV. Introduc-
tion pp XXI1-XXXIII.
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3. The name (5% ) itself testifies to the fact that the Purvas were
superseded by a new canon, for purva means “former’ or earlier.
'Sacred books of the East', Vol. XXII, Inrtroduction PXLIV.,
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